THE ROMANESQUE CHURCH OF SAINT-MAURICE-DE-GOURDANS

" f‘*“’ﬁ Built during the 12th century, this structure can be seen today almost perfectly intact. From the outside, you can see its cobblestone
g 4 Nl & walls. These are natural elements that are found all over the area. The church’s Latin cross layout is simple, yet its 15th century frescoes
- 'M enhance this church’s great heritage significance and it was classed a Historical Monument in 1909 in honour of its aesthetic beauty

[ and the fineness of its capitals.
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THE FRESCOES AND THEIR REDISCOVERY

During works carried out in 1946, 15th century were the work of one or several unknown artists,
frescoes were discovered. They had been hidden  pilgrims heading along the Way of St. James, or
under plaster, most likely around the time of the  of an artist from Northern Italy.

French Revolution.

They were updated in 1959, when church’s vault  Painted decor

was strengthened. Works carried out in 2020 revealed a 19th century
These frescoes depict the main scenes fromthe  frieze and an early 20th century pictorial compo-
Old and New Testament. It is possible that they  sition in the north apse chapel.

5 - Christ Carrying the Cross
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11 - Pentecost —

10 - The Ascension —

Frescoes

1- Agony in the Garden | 2- Arrest of Christ (Kiss of Judas) | 3- Pilate’s court | 4-Flagellation | 5- Christ Carrying the Cross |
6- The Entombment | 7- Resurrection | 8- Descent to hell and freeing of Adam | 9- Appearance to Mary Magdalene and
hanging of Judas | 10- The Ascension | 11- Pentecost | 12- Archangel St. Michael | 13- The Creation of the World |

14- The Creation of Man | 15- The Creation of Eve | 16- Litre (Foix coat of arms) | 17- Annunciation | 18- Christ in Majesty

19- 19th century frieze | 20- Pictorial composition dated 1936
Photo credit : Edouard de Vimal

Design and layout : Marion De Klijn




