The church and
the chateau

Vollore-Ville has two emblema-
tic and imposing monuments,
the St-Maurice church, built on
the former castle mound, and
the Vollore chateau, which
have undergone similar archi-
tectural developments and
influences from the time they
were built right up to the pre-
sent day.

Let's first look at the Vollore
fortress, which was described
as impregnable by Gregoire de
Tours. In 532, the Auvergne
region rebelled against its
government administration
and Thierry, the son of Clovis,
who had been given a share of
the province, arrived in the
Auvergne with his warriors.
Everywhere they went, the
hordes pillaged and devastated
the plain. They burnt down the
chateau in Thiers and came to
lay siege to Vollore. The heavi-
ly fortified town held out and
after several attempts, the
besiegers were ready to lift
the siege. However, a treache-
rous priest called Procule
betrayed those defending the
fortress and secretly breached
the ramparts, leaving the for-
tress in ruins.

The church and the castle were
built between the end of the
11th and the start of the 12th
century, the Romanesque
period. The church only has the
first three bays of the nave and
the square of the transept
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remaining from this period,
while the chateau only has the
Romanesque keep up to the
height of the main building.

The first major architectural
development in both buildings
saw them adopt the Gothic
style, initiated by the Chazeron
family, who were the lords of
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The church square

The church square is one of the town’s key sites, as
it lies at the centre of what was one of the first
fortifications in the département. 1t is the heart of
the fortified castle mound that was the ancestor of
the fortified castles that enabled the villagers to
protect themselves from barbarian raids. This was the
site of the old cemetery, which was moved to the
north of the village in the 18th century and is now
the town’s main square. Under the cobblestones,
there are also circular tunnels. Built in the form of a
ring, these excavations are common in the Livradois-
Forez and Bourbonnais regions, and their true
purpose is intriguing. Why dig circular tunnels?
There is some speculation that they were used to
store food or funeral urns. They can only be accessed
from private dwellings.

Vollore-Ville also boasts local shops in the square,
which are very popular with local residents. They are
an essential part of Vollore social life. The shopkeepers
have formed an association that livens up the square
with various festivities throughout the year. With its
beautiful cobblestones, its fountain providing a
welcome coolness in the summer heat and its large
parasols to protect from bad weather, the church
square is a welcoming and lively place for everyone
all year round.

Saint-Maurice church

The church is made from granite from Chignore and
its origins go back to the 11th century. 1t was
enlarged in the 16th century with a Gothic surround
comprising the choir, the great nave, the chapels and
two-thirds of the side naves. In 1793, during the
Revolutionary Terror, the graves of the lords of
Vollore, which were located within the church
building, were transferred to the cemetery outside
the village, and the bell tower was knocked down
and the bells smashed.

1t was restored in 1845 and the new facade, both
heavy and massive, breaks with the purity of the
original style, contrasted by the intact apse. The
central nave is Romanesque, with rectangular
pillars and a fifteen-metre-high dome. The
Gothic chancel is a burst of stone flames
encircling the stained-glass windows. The
keystones bear the coats of arms of the old
Vollore families.

Saint-Maurice, the patron saint of Vollore,

has been enthroned in the church for several
centuries. Inside, you can admire some
remarkable furnishings, including
15th-century carved choir stalls, a
12th-century Virgin in Majesty in polychrome

wood, and a wooden high altar embellished

with gold leaf and topped by two magnificent
stacked tabernacles.

The entire church is a listed historical
monument.
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Maison de la Tourelle

In one of the oldest streets in the town, among the
old houses grouped around the church, stands a
Renaissance dwelling, the Maison de la Tourelle,
whose facades were partially listed as Historic
Monuments in 1926. The Tourelle itself, with its
emblematic silhouette, bears witness to the
grandeur and historic past of Vollore-Ville. If you
head towards the church square, you can notice the
black cobblestones in the Rue de la Tourelle, which
symbolise one edge of the castle mound and add
their own special touch to the medieval atmosphere
of the village.
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Roman milestone

A remnant of the Roman Road - a branch of the Via
Agrippa - the milestone marked the Roman mile.
There are only a few fragments left of the original
column, which were hidden during the Revolution
and kept as a glorious reminder of the village’s
prestigious history. Vollore was built practically on
the limit of the territories of the Arverne and
Segusiave tribes. This boundary was maintained
when Gaul was divided up by the emperor Augustus,
and once again when the French provinces were
divided p in the 14th and 15th centuries. A replica
of the milestone can be seen when leaving the
village in the direction of la Croix de St-Roch and
opposite Griin de Chignore (see station5).

The Chateau

The Vollore fortress, sitting in the middle of the
castle mound, has been part of the history of the
Auvergne region since the 6th century. 1t was in the
12th century that the lord of Vollore built the
chateau in its current location. This imposing mass
of blond granite with its proud Romanesque keep
comprises a long main building flanked by two
half-timbered towers. The living residence of the
descendants in Auvergne of the General La Fayette,
as mentioned in ‘Remarkable Auvergne’, published
by the La Montagne newspaper, is “one of those
places that dates back more than a thousand years
but which is still in phase with its time”.

Place de la Conche

The entrance to this square reveals an architectural
treasure, a Gothic fountain cross, built in 1535, in
the distinctive Volvic lava stone. Despite the
mutilations and wear and tear of time, this cross, on
top of a circular basin, still serves as a fountain
today.

1t has been listed as a historical monument since
1905. 1t was recently moved closer to its original
location and remains a major feature pf this square.
The bottom end of the square provides a view of the
Cros stream gorges.
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In the past this is where renowned local fairs were
held especially the St André end of year fair with its
public scales. The Mission square was renovated at
the end of the 90s and is the village’s administrative
centre, which reunites the essence of everyday life
and rural charm. You can find the town hall, the Post
office and nearby the school and the canteen. In one
corner of the square is a hall that is sometimes used
as an indoor market for local crafts or farmers. At the
back of the hall, you can view a reconstructed bread
oven.

The name of the square comes from the latin ‘mitto’
which means “to be sent”, as this square was where
worshippers gathered for Christian celebrations and
processions.
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The wash-house fountain

of the cemetery

This 18th-century fountain was probably built
when the cemetery was moved outside of the
village and is topped by an elegant semi-circular
pediment.

1t is decorated in bas-relief with two fish facing
each other on either side of a dove, traditional
Christian symbols in the immediate vicinity of the
cemetery.

It is built from local granite, with a lava stone
assembly in the centre, on top of which is a
gargoyle depicting a grotesque mask.
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= the former castle mound

This semi-circular street was undoubtedly the
south-western edge of the former Vollore castle
mound. This primitive fortress perched on its
mound embodied the feudal power and strategic
defence of the region. Protected by a wooden
palisade, the mound was the stronghold of the local
lords, bearing silent witness to the medieval
heritage and military strategy that had marked this
community over time.

Today, this narrow street invites visitors to stroll
down it and admire the panoramic view of the
Domes mountain range. ‘Cros’ was the plural of
cavity, and an oven was installed in the wall at the
top of the street, the remains of which are no longer
visible today.

The Pedde

Vollore-Ville has yet another surprising architectural
curiosity: the "pedde”. This covered passage that is
delicately suspended over the picturesque street of
rue des Cros du four, graciously provides access
between a historical house and its garden without
having to go onto the street. This originality was
inspired by medieval architecture and demonstrates
the region’s historical authenticity. Like a bridge
suspended between the past and the present, this
passage offers a wonderful view of local heritage
and a remarkable panorama.
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Roman milestone

This faithful reproduction of the original column
bears witness to the passage of the Roman road. It
has a one-piece granite shaft and is four metres
high, with a large escutcheon three quarters of the
way up. According to historians, this pillar had the
dual role of a milestone (one Roman mile) and a
boundary marker between regions.

Its shape and dimensions and the historical
documents lead us to believe that it was erected in
43 AD. After standing for seventeen centuries, the
column was smashed during the Revolution, and
the remaining fragments have been carefully
conserved and exhibited in the park in front of the
school (see Station 1).

This monument takes visitors back in time when
this milestone, which was more than just a simple
border marker, was an important symbol of Vollore’s
greatness.

The Ruettes lanes

‘Ruettes’ is an unusual name, but it is used for these
picturesque lanes between fields and gardens that
generally have walls around them. They are ideal for
peaceful strolls and their idyllic feel.

Rue des tanneurs

On the edge of Les Ruettes lanes coming down
from the church square, crossing the Saint-Maurice
path, is the start of the rue des Tanneurs. The
building next to the church has two noteworthy
inscriptions - alpha and omega. La Commanderie is
an undeniably charming residence that is just
opposite. In the Rue des Tanneurs, if you look
closely, you can find traces of the past, perhaps the
remains of former tanneries. There is also a fountain
with a granite basin that is set into the wall of a
house where the water flows from the head of a
lion made of Volvic stone. The street has been
transformed by attentive renovation and the ground
has been paved with stones

The Saint-Roch cross

Opposite the Roman milestone, on the other side of
the Griin de Chignore street, is the Saint-Roch cross,
which was erected around 1650 and has been listed
as a historical monument since 1984. The statuette
of the Saint can be seen in a recess in the base. This
patron saint is traditionally known for healing
contagious and infectious diseases. At the end of the
15th century, the inhabitants of Vollore feared the
plague and after a great deal of fasting, prayer and
almsgiving, they vowed to make a procession to
Saint-Roch, carrying his image and the Blessed
Sacrament in exchange for his protection. This
tradition continued every 16 August until the middle
of the 20th century.

The chapel of Notre-Dame
des neiges

Built in the second half of the 18th century, the
cemetery chapel houses a statue of the Virgin that
was discovered when the land for the new cemetery
was cleared.

1t was a place of pilgrimage for the people of
Vollore and surrounding areas as it was reputed for
the miraculous healing of certain illnesses, especially
of the eyes. The chapel is a classic 18th-century
structure of great simplicity and sobriety and is
open to visitors every Sunday. Inside, apart from the
statue of Notre-Dame des neiges, whose legend
and origin are explained in detail, visitors can
admire the recently restored stained-glass windows.

The cemetery cross

Following Louis XVI's edict abolishing cemeteries
within city walls, confirmed by a decree dated 23
Prairial, year X1 (1804), Vollore’s cemetery was
transferred from the church square to its current
location at the eastern border of the village. 1t has
a cross dating back to the 16th century made of
lava stone, which became a listed monument in
1905.

Standing on a high pedestal, visitors will recognise
in the block of figures attached to the arms of the
cross, on one side Sainte-Madeleine and Saint-
Jean-Baptiste surrounding Christ, on the other side
Saint-Maurice, patron saint of the parish, and
Saint-Antoine on either side of the Virgin and Child.

Walking in Chignore

Walking up the Chignore mountain is
quite easy, passing through the village of
Montbartoux. The view opens up all at
once, with the immense cascade of
broken rocks, detached from the old
granite base. This Chignore scree was
caused by the rock fracturing due to
successive phases of freezing and thawing
(periglacial erosion). On this mountain
are the Pierre de 'lhomme (a large rock)
and a much more recent cross.

A signposted walking trail

‘Le Griin de Chignore’ starts from
the camp site of the same name.
It is considered as a must in the
Livradois-Forez. 1t takes around

5 and a half hours to complete,
it is a loop of almost 16 km.

Green marks on the signs (PR)



