
Useful addresses
Livradois-Forez tourist office  
Le Bourg 63380 Saint-Gervais- 
sous-Meymont 
Tel: 04 73 80 64 48
vacances-livradois-forez.com

Courpière Tourist  
information office 
Place de la Cité Administrative 
63120 Courpière 
Tel: 04 73 51 20 27
contact.courpiere@vacances-livradois-forez.fr

Vollore-Ville town hall 
4, Rue de la Grande Chaussade 
63120 Vollore-Ville 
Tel: 04 73 53 70 16
Email: mairie@vollore-ville.fr

Maison Archimbaud 
Rue de la Tourelle

Walks and trails
livradois-forez-rando.fr

Vollore-Ville has two emblema-
tic and imposing monuments, 
the St-Maurice church, built on 
the former castle mound, and 
the Vollore château, which 
have undergone similar archi-
tectural developments and 
influences from the time they 
were built right up to the pre-
sent day.

Let's first look at the Vollore 
fortress, which was described 
as impregnable by Gregoire de 
Tours. In 532, the Auvergne 
region rebelled against its 
government administration 
and Thierry, the son of Clovis, 
who had been given a share of 
the province, arrived in the 
Auvergne with his warriors. 
Everywhere they went, the 
hordes pillaged and devastated 
the plain. They burnt down the 
château in Thiers and came to 
lay siege to Vollore. The heavi-
ly fortified town held out and 
after several attempts, the 
besiegers were ready to lift 
the siege. However, a treache-
rous priest called Procule 
betrayed those defending the 
fortress and secretly breached 
the ramparts, leaving the for-
tress in ruins.

The church and the castle were 
built between the end of the 
11th and the start of the 12th 
century, the Romanesque 
period. The church only has the 
first three bays of the nave and 
the square of the transept 

remaining from this period, 
while the château only has the 
Romanesque keep up to the 
height of the main building.

The first major architectural 
development in both buildings 
saw them adopt the Gothic 
style, initiated by the Chazeron 
family, who were the lords of 
Vollore from 1380 to 1581.

Gothic side aisles were added 
to the St-Maurice church in the 
15th century and, a little later, 
a flamboyant Gothic choir that 
almost doubled its depth. The 
Château still has its Gothic 
tower (the north tower) and 
all the former guardrooms 
from this period.

The last major changes to these 
buildings were made in the 
19th century: the church was 
given a neo-gothic style bell 
tower, influenced by the archi-
tect L.C.Ledru, whereas the 
château had its towers res-
tored to their original height, 
under the supervision of the de 
architect René Moreau, a pupil 
of Viollet-le-Duc.

The Concerts de Vollore festival is 
the largest one in the Puy-de-Dôme 
and is organised by an association 
that was founded in 1978 by 
Laurent Martin, Michel Aubert La 
Fayette and Claude Dutour. Their 
popularity and numbers of visitors 
over the decades have been quite 
remarkable. This initiative in the 
heart of the Forez region has 
developed into a major event, 
involving 16 rural communities in 
the month of July, attracting a 
wide-varied selection of French and 
foreign visitors.
The festival is very popular with 
music-lovers thanks to its carefully 
balanced programme. The artists 
include regional talents (Quatuor 
des Volcans, Regional choir), 
upcoming talents breaking through 
internationally (Raphaëlle Moreau, 
Élise Bertrand, Geoffroy Couteau) 
and also recognised artists who are 
known outside of France (Laurent 
Korcia, François Salque, Alexander 
Paley). Combining a great classical 
repertoire with the discovery of 

lesser-known works, the 
programme offers a rich 

and diverse musical experience. By 
opening up its repertoire to jazz 
with international artists such as 
André Ceccareli and Vincent Peirani 
and world music with artists such as 
Noémie Waysfeld, Mathias Duplessy 
and Les violons du Monde, the 
Concerts de Vollore festival captivate 
an ever-widening audience.
Every year, on July 14th, the festival 
organises a special day of sharing 
and conviviality in Vollore-Ville, 
with free mini-concerts in private 
gardens, a jazz group strolling 
through the streets, and two concerts 
in the church and the château.
Concerts de Vollore also organise a 
show every year with school-children 
and professional musicians, to 
introduce children to music.
The positive impact of Concerts de 
Vollore is also more than just a 
cultural event, working together 
with local restaurants and hotels to 
help the economic development of 
the region. 
Concerts de Vollore also has a bright 
future ahead, with new projects in 
the coming years. This constant 
expansion is made possible thanks 
to the unfailing commitment of the 
association's volunteers and the 
ongoing support of the French 
government and local authorities. 
Welcome to Concerts de Vollore, 
where music is in harmony with the 
cultural wealth of the Livradois 
Forez region.

Illustrations: Olivier Martin
Crédit photographique: Mairie de Vollore-Ville
Prining:  Le Point à Thiers

Chignore and the Roman road
Vollore-Ville stands in the shadow of its emblematic protector, the 
Grün de Chignore mountain. The name ‘Grün’ is somewhat surprising: 
‘Pic’ or ‘Puy’ are usually used in the Auvergne dialect, but this is a gene-
ric term for certain mountains, especially used in Thiers and Ambert.

Grün de Chignore is an exceptional granite uplift, a mountain covered 
in woodland and heather and dominated by the Pic de Chignore (1 074 
m) where hikers can contemplate the Limagne plain and the Cézallier 
volcano range of the Dôme and Dore mountains. 

It itself ends in three rocky eminences: 
Aiguebonne to the North-
East, la Roche 
Mouthey to the 
South and la Pierre 
de L’Homme.

After the church tower was rebuilt in the middle 
of the 19th century and the château restored by 
the Dumas and De Pusy La Fayette families, the 
descendants of the famous General, the population 
of Vollore-Ville slowly declined, with people 
moving to towns with railway lines and the 
industrial boom that accompanied it.

This period saw the quality of life being preserved, 
and Vollore-Ville and its seventy-five hamlets 
being improved and enhanced, to provide visitors 
with a rich “little heritage”: numerous bread 
ovens, wash-houses, fountains, huts, old mills, 
wayside crosses, etc…
At the foot of the Grün de Chignore mountain, 
Vollore-Ville offers a remarkable view of the 
Cézallier massif, and the Dore and Dôme 
mountains. You can discover and appreciate them 
along the path leading to the Château. 
Vollore-Ville also benefits from a particularly well-
preserved natural environment of 3,000 hectares 
with altitudes ranging from 316 m to 1,062 m, 
the village itself is at 525 m. Enjoy a journey 
through the countryside along paths, beside 
streams and even gorges, with its harmonious, 
peaceful landscapes. Discover the charm of the 
countryside, the fresh air and the peace and quiet 
with walks and cycle rides to suit all tastes and 
ages. Meadows, crops and forests are all to be 
found, as well as the traditional wine-making that 
is still very much alive and kicking.
Nature has been very kind to Vollore and has 
bestowed it with the undeniable charm of an 
ever-changing horizon.

Many historians and novelists have taken an 
interest in Vollore, right up to the famous poem 
by Louis Aragon, written in 1943, in which he 
talks about the voluntary conscripts, i.e. those of 
the ‘Le Conscrit des cent Villages’ maquis freedom 
fighters, in which Vollore-Ville is mentioned.  
As a result, the name  
of our commune 
appears in the 
splendid tapestry that 
this poem inspired in 
Jean Lurçat.

 

Vollore was built on the route of the Roman road linking Lyon to 
Bordeaux in the first century AD. It is an invitation to visit and satisfy 
all your desires: culture, historical heritage, discoveries and exceptional 
panoramas. 
The village of Vollore-Ville can be seen from far off, due to its elevated 
position on a terrace overlooking the Dore valley.
We think that we know it! From the plain we can see the imposing castle 
and the proud bell tower that dominates it at the foot of the Grün de 
Chignore mountain, which reaches an altitude of 1074 m.
But upon entering the village itself, we discover the riches and singula-
rity of this community. The development of its identity was closely 
linked to climatic and political events.

The village invites you to plunge into history as you walk around the 
castle mound on which the church was built in the 11th century on top 
of an ancient 5th - 6th century sanctuary.
The town developed considerably after the Charter of Franchise was 
spontaneously handed over to the inhabitants of Vollore by Louis de 
Thiers on August 15th, 1312 This can still be clearly seen in rue de la 
Tourelle and in the church square, which was itself greatly enriched in 
the 15th and 16th centuries under the influence of the de Chazeron 
family, the lords of Vollore until 1581.
The dark days of the plague epidemics at the end of the 15th century 
left a legacy of several gothic crosses made from Volvic stone, listed as 
historic monuments, which line the road entering and leaving the village.
Another chapter of Vollore’s history worth mentioning is the “Farming 
Family Communities”, a form of community life that meant living under 
the same roof and also ‘sharing the same pot and the same fire’.

The abundance of water at the foot of Grün de Chignore mountain 
meant that there were many fountains on the castle mound and around 
the cemetery, which was located around the village church but was 
moved in the 18th century to a piece of communal land planted with 

willows at the edge of the village.
The revolutionary period left its mark 
on Vollore, with the destruction of the 
church tower, the dispersal of the reli-
gious communities and an episode of 
civil war that was vigorously sup-
pressed.
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Towns and villages of character 
in the Livradois Forez region

Regional Nature Park
Livradois-Forez 
63880 St-Gervais-sous-
Meymont
Tel: 04 73 95 57 57
www.parc-livradois-forez.org

T he Livradois-Forez regional Nature Park has 
a rich historical heritage. Its towns and  
villages form a hierarchical network of  

communities with complementary activities  
including tourism, agriculture, forestry,  
crafts and industry. 
The organisation of these functions and activities 
mainly originates from the Middle Ages. 
From the 14th century onwards, it was home 
to some interesting and even remarkable urban 
architecture. The Livradois-Forez regional Nature 
Park helps local authorities to promote and 
discover the character of their market towns.

Excavations 
and studies in 
Chignore have 
revealed the 
presence of 
dwellings from 
the earliest times.
Geography and 
history meet, with 
the remains of a 
Roman road linking 
Lyon (Lugdunum) 
to Bordeaux 
(Burdigala) 
in Gallo-Roman times.
Paving stones 
from this route 
can still be seen 
on the mountainside, 
between the hamlets 
of Montbartoux 
et d’Aiguebonne 
for example. 

Discover Chignore 
on foot if possible 
(see below), 
otherwise there is 
a road to get there 
which passes 
by Vollore-Montagne 
then the Col 
du Pertuis.
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Roman Road

Come : and stroll along 
our streets and lanes…

3

Roman milestone

A remnant of the Roman Road - a branch of the Via 
Agrippa - the milestone marked the Roman mile. 
There are only a few fragments left of the original 
column, which were hidden during the Revolution 
and kept as a glorious reminder of the village’s 
prestigious history. Vollore was built practically on 
the limit of the territories of the Arverne and 
Segusiave tribes. This boundary was maintained 
when Gaul was divided up by the emperor Augustus, 
and once again when the French provinces were 
divided p in the 14th and 15th centuries. A replica 
of the milestone can be seen when leaving the 
village in the direction of la Croix de St-Roch and 
opposite Grün de Chignore (see station5).

The wash-house fountain  
of the cemetery 

This 18th-century fountain was probably built 
when the cemetery was moved outside of the 
village and is topped by an elegant semi-circular 
pediment.
It is decorated in bas-relief with two fish facing 
each other on either side of a dove, traditional 
Christian symbols in the immediate vicinity of the 
cemetery.
It is built from local granite, with a lava stone 
assembly in the centre, on top of which is a 
gargoyle depicting a grotesque mask.

Roman milestone  

This faithful reproduction of the original column 
bears witness to the passage of the Roman road. It 
has a one-piece granite shaft and is four metres 
high, with a large escutcheon three quarters of the 
way up. According to historians, this pillar had the 
dual role of a milestone (one Roman mile) and a 
boundary marker between regions. 
Its shape and dimensions and the historical 
documents lead us to believe that it was erected in 
43 AD. After standing for seventeen centuries, the 
column was smashed during the Revolution, and 
the remaining fragments have been carefully 
conserved and exhibited in the park in front of the 
school (see Station 1).
This monument takes visitors back in time when 
this milestone, which was more than just a simple 
border marker, was an important symbol of Vollore's 
greatness.

The cemetery cross 

Following Louis XVI's edict abolishing cemeteries 
within city walls, confirmed by a decree dated 23 
Prairial, year XI (1804), Vollore’s cemetery was 
transferred from the church square to its current 
location at the eastern border of the village. It has 
a cross dating back to the 16th century made of 
lava stone, which became a listed monument in 
1905.
Standing on a high pedestal, visitors will recognise 
in the block of figures attached to the arms of the 
cross, on one side Sainte-Madeleine and Saint-
Jean-Baptiste surrounding Christ, on the other side 
Saint-Maurice, patron saint of the parish, and 
Saint-Antoine on either side of the Virgin and Child.

The chapel of Notre-Dame  
des neiges  

Built in the second half of the 18th century, the 
cemetery chapel houses a statue of the Virgin that 
was discovered when the land for the new cemetery 
was cleared.
It was a place of pilgrimage for the people of 
Vollore and surrounding areas as it was reputed for 
the miraculous healing of certain illnesses, especially 
of the eyes. The chapel is a classic 18th-century 
structure of great simplicity and sobriety and is 
open to visitors every Sunday. Inside, apart from the 
statue of Notre-Dame des neiges, whose legend 
and origin are explained in detail, visitors can 
admire the recently restored stained-glass windows.

The Ruettes lanes 

‘Ruettes’ is an unusual name, but it is used for these 
picturesque lanes between fields and gardens that 
generally have walls around them. They are ideal for 
peaceful strolls and their idyllic feel.

Rue des tanneurs  

On the edge of Les Ruettes lanes coming down 
from the church square, crossing the Saint-Maurice 
path, is the start of the rue des Tanneurs. The 
building next to the church has two noteworthy 
inscriptions - alpha and omega. La Commanderie is 
an undeniably charming residence that is just 
opposite. In the Rue des Tanneurs, if you look 
closely, you can find traces of the past, perhaps the 
remains of former tanneries. There is also a fountain 
with a granite basin that is set into the wall of a 
house where the water flows from the head of a 
lion made of Volvic stone. The street has been 
transformed by attentive renovation and the ground 
has been paved with stones

Rue des Cros du Four –  
the former castle mound 

This semi-circular street was undoubtedly the 
south-western edge of the former Vollore castle 
mound. This primitive fortress perched on its 
mound embodied the feudal power and strategic 
defence of the region. Protected by a wooden 
palisade, the mound was the stronghold of the local 
lords, bearing silent witness to the medieval 
heritage and military strategy that had marked this 
community over time. 
Today, this narrow street invites visitors to stroll 
down it and admire the panoramic view of the 
Dômes mountain range. ‘Cros’ was the plural of 
cavity, and an oven was installed in the wall at the 
top of the street, the remains of which are no longer 
visible today.

The Pedde  
Vollore-Ville has yet another surprising architectural 
curiosity: the "pedde". This covered passage that is 
delicately suspended over the picturesque street of 
rue des Cros du four, graciously provides access 
between a historical house and its garden without 
having to go onto the street. This originality was 
inspired by medieval architecture and demonstrates 
the region’s historical authenticity. Like a bridge 
suspended between the past and the present, this 
passage offers a wonderful view of local heritage 
and a remarkable panorama.

Maison de la Tourelle

In one of the oldest streets in the town, among the 
old houses grouped around the church, stands a 
Renaissance dwelling, the Maison de la Tourelle, 
whose facades were partially listed as Historic 
Monuments in 1926. The Tourelle itself, with its 
emblematic silhouette, bears witness to the 
grandeur and historic past of Vollore-Ville. If you 
head towards the church square, you can notice the 
black cobblestones in the Rue de la Tourelle, which 
symbolise one edge of the castle mound and add 
their own special touch to the medieval atmosphere 
of the village.

The Château

The Vollore fortress, sitting in the middle of the 
castle mound, has been part of the history of the 
Auvergne region since the 6th century. It was in the 
12th century that the lord of Vollore built the 
château in its current location. This imposing mass 
of blond granite with its proud Romanesque keep 
comprises a long main building flanked by two 
half-timbered towers. The living residence of the 
descendants in Auvergne of the General La Fayette, 
as mentioned in ‘Remarkable Auvergne’, published 
by the La Montagne newspaper, is “one of those 
places that dates back more than a thousand years 
but which is still in phase with its time”.

Saint-Maurice church

The church is made from granite from Chignore and 
its origins go back to the 11th century. It was 
enlarged in the 16th century with a Gothic surround 
comprising the choir, the great nave, the chapels and 
two-thirds of the side naves. In 1793, during the 
Revolutionary Terror, the graves of the lords of 
Vollore, which were located within the church 
building, were transferred to the cemetery outside 
the village, and the bell tower was knocked down 
and the bells smashed.
It was restored in 1845 and the new facade, both 
heavy and massive, breaks with the purity of the 
original style, contrasted by the intact apse. The 
central nave is Romanesque, with rectangular 
pillars and a fifteen-metre-high dome. The 
Gothic chancel is a burst of stone flames 
encircling the stained-glass windows. The 
keystones bear the coats of arms of the old 
Vollore families.
Saint-Maurice, the patron saint of Vollore, 
has been enthroned in the church for several 
centuries. Inside, you can admire some 
remarkable furnishings, including 
15th-century carved choir stalls, a 
12th-century Virgin in Majesty in polychrome 
wood, and a wooden high altar embellished 
with gold leaf and topped by two magnificent 
stacked tabernacles.
The entire church is a listed historical 
monument.

The church square

The church square is one of the town's key sites, as 
it lies at the centre of what was one of the first 
fortifications in the département. It is the heart of 
the fortified castle mound that was the ancestor of 
the fortified castles that enabled the villagers to 
protect themselves from barbarian raids. This was the 
site of the old cemetery, which was moved to the 
north of the village in the 18th century and is now 
the town's main square. Under the cobblestones, 
there are also circular tunnels. Built in the form of a 
ring, these excavations are common in the Livradois-
Forez and Bourbonnais regions, and their true 
purpose is intriguing. Why dig circular tunnels? 
There is some speculation that they were used to 
store food or funeral urns. They can only be accessed 
from private dwellings.

Vollore-Ville also boasts local shops in the square, 
which are very popular with local residents. They are 
an essential part of Vollore social life. The shopkeepers 
have formed an association that livens up the square 
with various festivities throughout the year. With its 
beautiful cobblestones, its fountain providing a 
welcome coolness in the summer heat and its large 
parasols to protect from bad weather, the church 
square is a welcoming and lively place for everyone 
all year round.

The Saint-Roch cross

Opposite the Roman milestone, on the other side of 
the Grün de Chignore street, is the Saint-Roch cross, 
which was erected around 1650 and has been listed 
as a historical monument since 1984. The statuette 
of the Saint can be seen in a recess in the base. This 
patron saint is traditionally known for healing 
contagious and infectious diseases. At the end of the 
15th century, the inhabitants of Vollore feared the 
plague and after a great deal of fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving, they vowed to make a procession to 
Saint-Roch, carrying his image and the Blessed 
Sacrament in exchange for his protection. This 
tradition continued every 16 August until the middle 
of the 20th century.

Place de la Mission

In the past this is where renowned local fairs were 
held especially the St André end of year fair with its 
public scales. The Mission square was renovated at 
the end of the 90s and is the village’s administrative 
centre, which reunites the essence of everyday life 
and rural charm. You can find the town hall, the Post 
office and nearby the school and the canteen. In one 
corner of the square is a hall that is sometimes used 
as an indoor market for local crafts or farmers. At the 
back of the hall, you can view a reconstructed bread 
oven.
The name of the square comes from the latin ‘mitto’ 
which means “to be sent”, as this square was where 
worshippers gathered for Christian celebrations and 
processions.  
 

Place de la Conche

The entrance to this square reveals an architectural 
treasure, a Gothic fountain cross, built in 1535, in 
the distinctive Volvic lava stone. Despite the 
mutilations and wear and tear of time, this cross, on 
top of a circular basin, still serves as a fountain 
today.
It has been listed as a historical monument since 
1905. It was recently moved closer to its original 
location and remains a major feature pf this square.
The bottom end of the square provides a view of the 
Cros stream gorges.

Walking in Chignore
Walking up the Chignore mountain is 
quite easy, passing through the village of 
Montbartoux. The view opens up all at 
once, with the immense cascade of 
broken rocks, detached from the old 
granite base. This Chignore scree was 
caused by the rock fracturing due to 
successive phases of freezing and thawing 
(periglacial erosion). On this mountain 
are the Pierre de l'homme (a large rock) 
and a much more recent cross. 

A signposted walking trail  
‘Le Grün de Chignore’ starts from  
the camp site of the same name.  
It is considered as a must in the 
Livradois-Forez. It takes around  
5 and a half hours to complete,  
it is a loop of almost 16 km. 

Green marks on the signs (PR)
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